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Dear St. Rita Family, 

 
 One month of summer vacation has passed. We have had some very warm days; a 

great time to jump into the pool or head to the lake. Our bodies need physical rest from 
the hectic schedule during the school year. Students and their parents need mental rest 

from studying and homework.  Teachers need rest from lesson planning and grading all 
those papers.   

Spiritual rest is also important but not by staying away from God but rather by 
drawing closer.  Quiet time to pray helps us to become renewed. 

Each year, on the first day of summer vacation, the faculty and staff meet to 
evaluate the year just completed and plan for the next school year.  We discuss all aspects 

of the program from the curriculum to the special traditions and events we have at St. 

Rita School. 
 This year, we will continue to work on the area of Science. The Diocese will be giving 

us an updated Science curriculum which is based on the Next Generation Science 
Standards. At St. Rita School, we have been using the “NextGen” as a guide for the past 

few years. From the Green and Gold Fund a Need, we have ordered some new equipment 
for the Science Lab including new microscopes and slides. We have also purchased a 

computer based program called Science A-Z which will give us great updated resources 
for our science program for grades K-5. The teachers are planning to expand our STEM 

Day project during the upcoming year. 
 The curriculum in education is not just the textbook. It outlines the skills that the 

students should learn at each grade level in each subject.  The textbook is only one part 
of how students learn. Teachers use supplemental materials, technology programs, 

projects, labs, learning centers and more to see that the skills are acquired. St. Rita 
teachers work very hard to make learning engaging and challenging for the students. 

 It is important during these coming weeks ahead that the students continue to work 

on their reading and math practice.  Using a little time each day can help avoid the 
“Summer Slide” when students can lose some skills. Students should choose their summer 

reading from the Reading List.  If exact titles are not available students can meet the goal 
by reading fiction and non-fiction books.  Students in grades K-2 can continue to use 

RazKids to work on comprehension lessons.  Extramath and Prodigy are good sources to 
keep math skills up.   

 
 

 



 Last fall, Pope Francis made a special trip to the United States to attend the World 

Meeting of Families in Philadelphia. The theme for that gathering was “Love is Our 
Mission.” The family is sometimes referred to as the domestic church. It is at home that 

children are first introduced to the concept of faith. In the family, our children should learn 
about the gift of unconditional love. As a Catholic school, we are the extension of the 

family. Our students should be a reflection of that love in their daily interactions with their 
classmates. Our teachers stand in as a parent model during the school hours. The 

experience at home and at school should be consistent. 
 The Church is a further extension of the family. It is God’s plan to make us all one 

family, The Body of Christ. “Faith is a gift and an act that affects us personally, but God 
calls us to live our faith together, as a family; as the Church.” (Pope Francis) 

 We are united as God’s family and we are blessed to have so many different 
members: Catholic/Christians, the old and young, male and female. We come from many 

different cultures and traditions.  We have many different gifts to share with each other.   
   Each year, St. Rita School has a spiritual theme as a faith focus for our school 

community.  This year our spiritual theme is “Gathered Together as the Family of 

God.” May the Lord continue to bless our school community as a family of faith. 
 

In Christ the Teacher, 

Bette Faxon 

 

These are some special dates to put on your calendar:  
 
Monday, August 15   Book Day      1:00 PM – 6:00 PM 
     See the Information Sheets included for details 
 
Thursday, August 18  “Meet and Greet”– 3:30-5:30 PM   Grades 1-8 
     For Kindergarten see Open House times below 
 
     5 B’s Back to School Barbeque 4:00-6:00     All are welcome! 
 
Come get a peek at your new classroom and meet your teacher before the big day. Parents and students are 
invited  to visit classrooms anytime during the Meet and Greet event. Teachers will be available to welcome 
parents and students and answer any procedural questions you or your child may have. The Teacher Meet and 
Greet was created to ease students' "First day of school jitters," and provide them with some peace of mind 
regarding knowing where their classroom is located and who their teacher is. You are welcome to bring any 
school supplies that you would like to drop off to make their backpacks a little lighter on the first day.  

 
 
Monday, August 22   Kindergarten Open House                9:00 AM 
      
Our Kindergarten students and parents are invited to visit the classroom and meet Mrs. Bracke. They will have 
the chance to meet their new classmates. Mrs. Bracke will go over some important classroom routines.  Students 
are welcome to bring any school supplies that you would like to drop off. 
 
 

WELCOME:  I would like to welcome our new fifth grade teacher, Mrs. Robbie King.  Mrs. King brings 
many gifts to share with our fifth grade students and the St. Rita community. She has twelve years of 
teaching experience in Catholic schools. Her former colleagues speak very highly of her as a woman 
of faith and of her passion for teaching. You will have an opportunity to meet her at Meet & Greet. 


